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Monsignor Charles E. Duke, Pastor 

St. Ann Church and National Shrine 

"Truly a great spiritual leader" 

 
The founder of St. Ann’s 

Parish and devoted 

servant for the past 

twenty five years. 

Touching the hearts, 

minds and lives of 

thousands of people in 

his daily service to God. 

The priesthood is a 

solemn vocation, and 

one of the most difficult 

in today's world. Msgr. 

Duke has demonstrated 

skill, perseverance, and 

reverence by serving our 

church over a span of 

almost fifty years. Now is 

a time for us to ponder 

the great blessing of 

such a great spiritual 

leader in our midst. 

We will always recognize and remain conscious of the great role he has 

played in forming St. Ann's Parish. May he remain forever, a great spiritual 

leader of our Catholic Faith! 

May God Bless You . . . Monsignor Duke 

               "You will remain a priest forever 

in the priestly order of Melchizedek" 

 



 



 



arish Formation 
 
 

 

St. Ann Parish, originally named St. Ambrose Parish, 

was begun March 1, 1971. 

The original land purchased in July of 1962 by 

Archbishop John Patrick Cody, the Apostolic 

Administrator of the Archdiocese, consisted of property 

extending from Harvard Avenue and Transcontinental 

Drive and encompassed two separate parcel s. In 1969 

the property from Harvard Avenue to the east side of 

Lemon Street was sold by Msgr. Earl C. Woods, 

Chancellor of the Archdiocese. When St. Ambrose was 

established the property consisted of 4.79 acres of land. 

 

Father Duke joined the Archdiocese of New Orleans in 

January of 1969 and was appointed Administrator of St. 

Nicholas of Myra Mission on the Chef Menteur Highway 

in New Orleans East. On March 1, 1971, Father Duke 

was designated the founding Pastor of the new Parish of 

St. 

Ambrose Parish by Archbishop Philip M. Hannan. 
 

This new Parish was cut from portions of St. Philip Neri 

and St. Clement of Rome Parishes. There were 650 

families from St. Philip and 184 families from St. 

Clement of Rome. The original boundaries of the Parish 

were the West Esplanade Canal, rear property lines of 

the lots fronting the Eastern side of Haring Road, 

Interstate 10 and the Outfall Canal. 

At the time the Parishes were split, Father Duke was 

Director of the Propagation of the Faith for the 

Archdiocese of New Orleans and his secretary, Marie 

Lividais, mimeographed a letter and sent the notification 

to these families. This information stated that the first 

Mass would be held at Alice Birney School on March 4, 

1971 at 5:30 p.m. Sunday Masses would be at 8, 9:30 

and 11 a.m. Daily Masses would be at 6:30 a.m. in the 

Chapel of Leitz-Eagan Funeral Home. Father Duke took 

up residency across from the Funeral Home in an 

apartment at 4733 Yale Street. 

On February 28, in the Parish bulletin of St. Philip Neri, 

the Pastor, Father Charles Kenney, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

announced the new boundaries of St. Ambrose Parish 

and that Father Duke would be the founding Pastor. In 

the St. Clement of Rome bulletin, Father Vosbein 

included the following decree from Archbishop Philip M. 

Hannan: 
 

"Willingly encouraging all things to promote the greater 

glory of God and the salvation of souls entrusted to our 

care, and having obtained the advice of our 

Archdiocesan Consultors as well as having consulted 

the Reverend Clergy of the area and the Archdiocesan 

Boundary Commission, we herewith erect the Parish of 

St. Ambrose, Metairie, Louisiana ... " An explanation of 

the boundaries was included. 
 

He ended by saying that, "As soon as more details are 

available, they will be announced in our Parish Bulletin." 
 

The first building erected on the site was a small house 

at 4901 Meadowdale Street to be used as the Rectory. 

The garage served as the Parish Office and the whole 

area comprised 1,500 square feet. Father Duke moved 

into the Rectory in April of 1972. 

The religious instructions for children not in Catholic 

school were held in the Alice Birney classrooms on 

Saturday afternoon from 3:30 - 4:30 p.m. At the end of the 

instructions, Mass was said for the children.  This Mass 

became so popular that the time of religious instruction 

classes were moved from 3 - 4 p.m. Masses were said at 

4 and 5:30 p.m. in the Alice Birney cafeteria. 

 

Since Alice Birney School could not be used for Holy 

Day of Obligation Masses, we utilized the Cenacle 

Retreat House on Kent Avenue. The exception was the 

Christmas Masses which were said at Alice Birney 

School. Since we did not have a Church or any building 

on the property, we used the various Churches in the 

neighborhood for First Communion, marriages, etc. 
 

Early Baptisms in the Parish were performed at St. Paul's 

Bookstore Chapel. Confessions were hear



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

there on Saturday afternoon. Confessions were also 

heard between the two Masses at Alice Birney 

cafeteria. 

On May 6, 1972, 75 children from St. Ambrose Parish 

made their First Communion at St. Edward the 

Confessor and St. Philip Neri Churches. 

The Most Rev. L. Abel Caillouet was the confirming 

prelate for the first Confirmation of 43 children on May 

2, 1972 at St. Clement of Rome Church. 

During the first year of the Parish, there were 11 

burials. 

Father Duke performed the first marriage of St. 

Ambrose Parish between Melvin Fortmeyer and 

Christine Runcon on August 14, 1971, at St. Clement 

of Rome Church. 

Although the Archdiocesan authorities had no 

intention of starting a Catholic school, the  purchase of 

two portable classrooms (trailers) were moved onto 

the Loveland Street side of the property and heralded 

the beginning of the Pre school and Kindergarten 

programs. Subsequently, two more portable trailers 

were acquired to expand this program. 

In the summer of 1972, the daily Mass was moved 

from Leitz-Eagan Funeral Home to one of the portable 

trailers. There was one Mass at 6:30 A.M. Attendance 

at the Mass was 12 - 15 people. 

On March 1, 1973, by decree of Archbishop Philip 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M. Hannan, the name of the Parish was changed 

from St. Ambrose to St. Ann. The clecree added 

that the Parish would also be designated as the 

National Shrine of St. Ann, thus the name St. Ann 

Church & Shrine. Immediately upon the change of 

name, the Novena in honor of St. Ann was begun 

and continues each Tuesday night and solemn 

novenas are celebrated twice a year on the 

Thursday after Ash Wednesday and the Summer 

Novena terminates on the Feast of St. Ann. The 

weekly novena prayers are recited twice on 

Tuesday, at the 8:30 A.M. Mass and at 7:30 P.M. 

As yet, there was still no permanent building on the 

property where Mass could be said. In 1973, with J. 
Buchannan Blitch as architect, work was begun on 

an All Purpose Building and, upon completion, the 

first Mass was celebrated on December 7, 1974. 

When the National Shrine of St. Ann on Ursuline 

Street was closed, the Rectory there was turned into 

a day care center for the elderly. Father Arthur 

Finnegan, the Shrine Administrator, moved into the 

St. Ann Parish Rectory on Loveland Street.  Father 

Duke celebrated Mass at the St. Ann Shrine on 

Ursuline Street on Tuesday mornings or saw that 

this Mass was said. 

In 1975, ). Buchannan Blitch became the Architect for 

the new St. Ann Church  &  Shrine.  Originally, the 

renderings of Church & Shrine were to be modeled 

after the architecture of Southern France. While the 

renderings were very beautifully done, 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the bids came in one million dollars over budget. 

New drawings resulted in the present structure. 

The cost of the present Church was $575,000. 

Originally, the Shrine was to be an open area but 

Father Duke insisted this plan was impractical and, 

thus, it was glass-enclosed. A Building Committee 

was established almost from the beginning. The 

following men served on this committee:  Bob 

Bentz, Ollie French, Anthony Golemi, Russell 

Howley, Art Swiber, Bob Waldron and Joe 

Spadafora. Their expertise was invaluable in the 

various building projects. 
 

The Church itself was completed in 1976 and seats 

780. The Church is shaped in the form of a cross 

with twenty foot ceilings and white Italian marble 

altar and tabernacle.  Originally, the windows were 

clear glass. Later on, the twelve windows in the 

Church depicted in stained glass the mysteries of 

the Rosary. Mrs. Sharif from New Jersey designed 

the windows which were made in Florence, Italy. 
 

In the Shrine itself, the window on the South 

depicts the fourteen Stations of the Cross which 

the people view as they meditate going up the 

holy stairs (Schola Sancta). Opposite this window 

on the North side, the stained glass depicts St. 

Ann and St. Joachim. The rear window to the East, 

added later, is of the Holy Trinity. 

We are gratefully indebted to the Oyster 

Fishermen of Louisiana for their substantial and 

generous donation for these windows. 
 

While there is clear glass in each entrance of the 

Church, this was done of said purpose; not only do 

the people feel very safe in the Church, but also, 

people mention how cars will slow down to look at 

the candles burning in the shrine at night. Truly, the 

Eucharist is a beacon to the community. 
 

In January of 1977 the parish consisted of 1,000 

families and Father George Balderama, SC] joined 

the parish as assistant Pastor. Father James 

Moragne, Father Donald O'Mahoney and Father 

Brian Highfill assisted Father Duke in parish duties. 
 

The new rectory at 4920 Loveland Street was 

completed on March 1, 1978 and newly ordained 

Father Tom Rodi arrived to serve the Parish. 
 

The St. Ann Gift Shop was opened on January 8, 

1979. 
 

The St. Ann Parish boundaries were again changed by 

decree of the Archdiocese in January of 1982. The 

new boundaries were Lake Pontchartrain on the North, 

Interstate 10 on the South, and Clearview Avenue at 

Lake Pontchartrain south to West Esplanade, east to 

the Outfall Canal, south to Interstate 10 and west to 

the rear boundary lines of lots fronting on the eastern 

side of Haring Road and its imaginary extension to 

Lake Pontchartrain. 



Present & Past Staff 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over the years, St. Ann Parish has had many 

associate priests but one of the outstanding ones 

was Father Albert J. Coburn, a Dominican. Fr. 

Coburn came on July 1 of 1979 and remained 

here in the Parish and rendered invaluable 

services until his mother became ill in Beaumont 

and he returned there in November of 1984 to 

help in her illness. Father Coburn remained in 

Beaumont until1986. 

 

In February, 1981, the Parish was blessed with 

Father James Callery, CSSP, who had a 

Doctorate in Theology and, with Father Coburn, 

formed a truly serving group associate. Father 

Callery remained at St. Ann's til August of 1983. 
 

Father Coburn returned again to St. Ann's Parish 

on March 25, 1986, and continued to give 

outstanding service to the parishioners. He had 

been a head chaplain at the Houston Health Care 

Center and was in charge of several Catholic 

chaplains serving the complex. Parishioners were 

well aware of his loving concern for those who 

were ill. Father Coburn left St. Ann's Parish in 

March of 1993. 

Father Wayne C. Paysse - While Father Paysse was 

recently ordained when he came to St. Ann Parish in 

June of 1988, he was conscientious in servicing the 

parishioners of St. Ann. 

Father Sidney Lange, a Jesuit, came to the Parish 
 

in January of 1993 and was only here about four 

months. Father had been a Pastor in Phoenix, 

Arizona at the Jesuit Parish and had to resign 

because of ill health.  He always wanted to 

exercise his priesthood and graciously came to St. 

Ann Parish. He was a remarkable man in the 

sense that he was waiting for a kidney transplant at 

the time and did his own dialysis daily. He also had 

a heart condition but none of these elements 

stopped him from serving the people here at St. 

Ann's. Msgr. Duke took him to the hospital on May 

28, 1993, and he died the next day at Baptist 

Hospital. He was truly a priestly priest and gave 

much to St. Ann's Parish in the short time he was 

here. 

Father H.L. Brignac, Jr. was assigned to St. Ann's 

Parish in July of 1993. He was most happy at St. 

Ann's and the people appreciated his priestly work. 

He was made a Pastor of St. Raphael Parish in New 

Orleans in May of 1994. 

The present associate at St. Ann's is Father Roel G. 

Lungay. He is from the Philippines and has served in 

the Archdiocese for a number of years.  He joined 

St. Ann's Parish in July of 1994. His forte is music 

and sacred songs. 
 

Other priests who contributed to the formation of 

St. Ann's Parish were as follows: Fr. George 

Balderama, S. C.J.  (1977); Fr. James C. Moragne 

(1977); Fr. Donald O'Mahoney (1977); Fr. Brian 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Highfill (1978); Fr. Tom Rodi (1978); Fr. Carroll 

Heffner (1984); and Fr. Paul Hart (1989). 

The St. Ann priests make regular visits to sick 

parishioners at Doctors Hospital and East Jefferson 

General Hospital. Also, they celebrate Mass every 

Thursday at Colonial Oaks Nursing Home. 

Msgr. Greg Aymond has never officially been an 

associate at St. Ann's Parish but has, for the past 

13 years, celebrated Masses on weekends and 

holidays and assisted when needed at Father 

Duke's request. His services have been invaluable 

to the Parish. 

Msgr. Duke founded the Parish of St. Ann on 

March 1, 1971. The original name was St. 

Ambrose and it was changed to St. Ann on 

March 1, 1973. 

Msgr. Duke was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

on April 12, 1919 - one of 10 children. He was 

ordained as a Marist at the Marist Seminary in 

Washington, D.C. on June 8, 1947. 

Msgr. Duke's first parish was All Hallows in San 

Francisco, Califo rnia. It was a large, active parish 

and school. He was an assistant there from 1947 

to 1952. 

In 1952, he was assigned as an assistant at St. 

Joseph's in Marietta, GA. During those years, 

Msgr. Duke was the priest in charge of two 

mission churches that were built or bought during 

his tenure. 

In 1958, Msgr. Duke was made pastor of St. 

Joseph's Church in Algiers. He served as pastor for 

nine years. During this time a school, cafeteria, 

gym-Church and convent were built. 

In 1969, Msgr. Duke joined the Archdiocese of 

New Orleans and was appointed Administrator of 

St. Nicholas of Myra in the Rigolets. 

 

On March 1, 1971, Msgr. Duke was the founding 

Pastor of St. Ambrose Parish. While Pastor, he was 

also the Director of the Propagation of the Faith for 

the Archdiocese of New Orleans for seven years. 

In 1977, while still Pastor of St. Ann's, he was 

appointed Chancellor of Administration of the 

Archdiocese of New Orleans. He was in charge of 

the temporalities of the Archdiocese, Archdiocesan 

finances, insurance and real estate. He retired 

from this office in 1990, but is still in charge of the 

real estate for the Archdiocese of New Orleans. 

 



 



School Organizations 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choir 

For years, the St. Ann Choir has consistently received 
superior ratings at the LMEA District VI Large Ensemble 
Festival. Last year, they won a "sweepstakes award" 
which means they earned superior ratings in both 
categories. 

In addition to singing at the District Festival, the St. Ann 
Choir is responsible for acting as song leaders at the 
Saturday evening Vigil Mass throughout the school year. 
The choir also has been repeatedly invited to sing at 
"Celebration In The Oaks." 

The goal of the choir is to build students' independent 
musicianship, good vocal habits, self-expression, self 
discipline and self-esteem through quality choral 
literature and a positive choral experience. 

Boy Scouts 

Cub Scout Pack 261 was chartered by the Boy Scouts of 
America in 1978. St. Ann Church is the official sponsor 
of the Pack. 

The Pack is currently comprised of 94 boys in 14 dens 
with approximately 20 registered leaders.  All Cub Scouts 
attend St. Ann School. 

The Cub Scout program is aimed at boys from first 
grade through fifth, and emphasizes family activities 
reflecting Scouting's ideals of duty to God, family, and 
nation . Cub Scouting, in particular, stresses adult 

participation with the boys as they attain rank 
through the accomplishment of achievements. 

Pack 261 has been and continues to be one of the 
largest Scout organizations in East Jefferson. Year after 
year Pack 261 has been recognized for merit, and has 
been awarded Quality Unit status on a consistent basis. 
Pack 261 is a leader in the Archdiocese of New Orleans 
in the receipt of the Catholic religious awards, namely, 
the Guardian Angel, Light of Christ, and Parvuli Dei 
awards. 

Girl Scouts 

Girl Scouting has been an active organization at St. Ann 
School for 19 years. The first troops were organized 
during the 1976-77 school year. Their activities included 
organizing the first Girl Scout Mardi Gras parade for the 
enjoyment of the whole student body. Today, over 175 
girls, from kindergarten to 8th grade, participate in 
troops sponsored by St. Ann School. Troops today 
continue the tradition of the Mardi Gras parade as well 
as participate in many service projects, including visiting 
nursing homes and collecting items for needy families. 
Other popular activities include camping, cookie sales, 
celebrating Mass together, and Thinking Day where Girl 
Scouts from community schools gather to celebrate the 
worldwide contributions of the organization. 

Girl Scout activities give young girls the opportunity to 
experiment, create, challenge, and grow in a nurturing 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ushers 

The congregation of St. Ann Church and Shrine 
has been accustomed to the orderly direction of 
its worshipers to their pews and collection of 
their donations to the Church by the Ushers who 
attend to these tasks on a regular basis. Even 
without a formal Ushers Society, these visible 
assignments are accomplished by regular and 
impromptu volunteers, who selflessly render 
other services without notice, such as parking 
cars, changing lights, being present for First 
Communion, Confirmation, the May Crowning 
and whatever other functions they are requested 
to attend by Monsignor Duke. They derive 
gratification from serving, and they are, without 
a formal organization your Ushers Society. 

         Joseph Spadafora, Jr. 

Eucharistic Ministers  

Lectors 

 

Ladies Altar Society 

The Altar Committee, better known as the cleaning 
crew, is a dedicated group that tends to the Altar and 
Shrine of St. Ann Church. The tasks of cleaning the 
altar, the linens, the shrine, tending to the flowers, and 
cleaning fingerprints off all the doors is truly a labor of 
love. 

Rosary Group 

NAME Chapter of St. Ann 

The NAME Chapter of St. Ann Parish was organized in 
1985. It is composed of Widows and Widowers. 

The primary purpose of this Club is to promote the 
spiritual and social welfare of Widows and Widowers. 

It is a self-supporting organization which offers 
emotional support. Meetings are the first Wednesday 
of each month from 11:00 a.m. to 2:15 p.m. The 
meetings are held at 4901 Meadowdale, the former 
home for the Sisters.    

Vera Brand 

President 



Parish Services 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Ann Novena 
 

Baptismal Bibs 

For many years various volunteers were able to provide 
baptismal bibs for our infant baptisms. This project 
continues on today. 

Sunday Babysitting 

Volunteers are available to take care of small children 
during 9:30 AM Mass on Sunday. 

Exposition of The Blessed Sacrament 

On May 5, 1995 our parish  began  a ten-hour  Exposition 
of The Blessed Sacrament. You  will find  many parishioners 
as well as those outside the parish in church during the 
hours of  9  AM  until  7  PM  on  Tuesday adoring our Lord. 

Grotto to Mary 

In 1990 a grotto in honor of the Blessed Virgin was 
established for the children of St .  Ann  School.  The 
grotto is located on the school campus. A garden was 
planted at the sit e. Monsignor Duke selected  the statue 
of Our Lady of Grace to be placed in the grotto. 

Thanksgiving Food Baskets 

Each year the Home and School Club sponsors a food 
drive to benefit those in need. The school children 

donate a variety of food items and the baskets are 
assembled. Each year it seems more and more 
baskets are donated due to the generosity of the 
families involved. 

Prayer Line 

St. Ann Home and School Club in the early eighties 
began many spiritual endeavors which still 
continue today. The telephone prayer line was 
begun then and we all feel many answered 
prayers are the result of so many people praying 
together for the needs of each other and God 
hears. In 1995 there are 45 members actively 
praying for the intentions of all the sick, suffering 
and dying in our parish. 

St. Ann's Food Pantry 

Under the direction of Father Wayne Paysse and with 
the help of parishioners Joyce and Lynn Boudreaux and 
Leslie Kelly, Monsignor Duke initiated the St . Ann 
"Second Sunday" Food Drive. At first, the drive was a 
coordinated effort with the "Let It Begin With Me" 
Marian group, with the donations benefitting Second 
Harvesters. In more recent years, Mr. Al Forstall has 
assisted Monsignor Duke in keeping the donated food 
in the parish for distribution. 

Monthly Clothing Drive 

Over the years the overwhelming Thanksgiving Clothing 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drive which involved days of volunteers sorting and 

packaging clothes has evolved into the streamlined, 

simpler Monthly Clothing Drive (second Thursday of 

each month) which benefits the Bethany Bargain 

Basement, a ministry of The Center for Jesus the Lord 

Catholic Church. 

Monday Morning Rosary 

Another function of the Home and School Club is the 

Monday rosary which follows the 8:30 AM Mass. Our 

intentions include world peace, increase of vocations, an 

end to abortion and for all the sick in our parish. 

Under one committee title or another, be it Helping Hands, 

St. Ann's Ministry to the  Sick,  the  Prayer  Line, the 

Emmaus Prayer Group, the Pro-Life Committee, to name a 

few, there has always  been  those who gave time to 

support and pray for those in need  . Let us pray that the 

number  of people  continue  to  multiply  who  hear the 

call to help and answer it. 

St. Ann Men's Club 

One hundred and seven members strong, the St. Ann's 

Men's Club has a history of devoted service to our 

parish. 

The men's club first operated from portable buildings. 

Eventually the first building was constructed which now 

serves as the school's office, class rooms, and cafeteria. 

Originally, the club assisted when Masses were held at 

Alice Birney Elementary School. Before Saturday and 

Sunday Masses, tables and chairs had to be set up for 

the congregation. On Sunday evenings, after Mass, the 

club would disassemble the makeshift worship area to 

allow for classes to continue at Alice Birney on Monday 

mornings. 

The men's club played a vital role in the annual fairs. In 

earlier years, club members built the fair booths out of 

lumber. More recently, all metal booths were purchased. 

These new booths, although modern, still require the 

labor of the club members to assist with set up and 

disassemble. 

The  men's  club  also  furnishes  members   to  assist  with 

the many activities  in  the  parish. Typically, the men's 

club members serve as Eucharistic ministers, ushers, and 

lectors. The club provides members who volunteer to be 

coaches for the cabbage ball and basketball programs. 

Additionally, the club sponsors and coordinates an 

annual golf tournament for all who wish to participate. 

Home & School Club 

It was March 1, 1971 when we began originally as the 

St. Ambrose Ladies Cl u b. We held our meetings at the 

Immaculate Conception Novitiate and then sometimes at 

the Cenacle Retreat House.  One of our first Parish Fairs 

was held in front of the Novitiate. Our Parish was 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

changed to St. Ann in 1973 and our St. Ann Ladies Club 
grew in number, enjoyed many activities  as Walking 
Quarter Tours, Style Shows with members' sewing 
creations, Christmas wrappings sales, Holiday  Skits  by 
the male members, Covered Dish Suppers and 
Landscaping the  convent  and  the  original  school 
building site. 

It was a pleasurable experience to serve as the first 
president and help with the formation of the St. Ann 
Ladies Club, now known as the Home & School Club. 

Sarah Huffman 

Saint Ann Over 50 

Organized in July 1977 this club promotes 
entertainment, spiritual and cultural welfare activities 
for its members. It is a source for getting acquainted 
with fellow parishioners and fostering Christian ideals. 

Lois M. Tonglet and Mary D. Tonglet 
Co-Presidents 

St. Ann Volunteers 

The first organized group of volunteers began with our 
first school principal, Sister Leonia, F. M .A. During her 
years at St. Ann School the volunteer organization grew 
from a dedicated few to the large number which it 
encompasses today. 

In the early days of the parish school, a group of 
mothers organized a hot lunch program three days a 

week. On Mondays hot chicken sandwiches were 
served. On Wednesdays pizzas were prepared. On 
Fridays hot dogs were made and during Lent, grilled 
cheese sandwiches were made. The small profits 
made from the program were used to buy various 
items for the school, from garbage cans to rain coats 
for the patrol children. 

Our first room mothers were chosen for each class. 
They were asked to plan parties and chaperone field 
trips just as they are today. Room mothers were also 
responsible for helping with the parish fair every Fall.  
These volunteers helped the sisters move into new 
classrooms every time an addition was made to the 
school. 

Husbands as well moved books, put together desks 
and put us shelves in the classrooms. Room 
mothers spent time helping the Book Mobile on a 
weekly basis and planted gardens around the 
school. Wiping tables after lunch periods began 
with the first year of school and is still a major 
function of volunteerism today. 

St. Ann volunteers eventually evolved into our first 
Home and School Club. The members were 
comprised of all parish workers including anyone 
who helped anywhere in the church or school. It is 
still a vital part of the parish today and thrives on 
the energies of all those who graciously give of 
themselves to make a difference at St. Ann's. 

 



St. Ann Builds a School 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Ann's School grew by leaps and bounds.  In 

1975 and 1976, Mrs. Ann Rotolo was the first 

principal and there was Pre K, Kindergarten and 

First Grade. The entire enrollment was 208 

children. In 1976, Sr. Leonia Pascucci, F.M.A., 

became principal, and through her wise guidance, 

one class was added each year. Pre K through 

4th grade had an enrollment of 344 children.  

During her tenure as principal, which ended in 

1982, the school enrollment was 684 students. In 

1982, Sr. Judith Suprys, F.M.A., became principal 

and she remained principal for three years.  

During that time, the enrollment went from 786 to 

838. Sr. Gloria Mar, F. M. A., was pr incipal for 

two years and the enrollment rose to 909 

students. Sr. Katherine Keane, F. M .A, was 

principal from 1987 through 1994. The school's 

enrollment climbed to 1,096 st udents. Mrs. 

Susan Kropog became princ ipal in 1994, and 

the present enrollment, including the 3-year-old 

program, is 1,174 students. 

 
St. Ann School offers a great deal to the students. 

Besides the basic curriculum, the school offers 

computer, library, health and physical education, 

music, band instruction and foreign language. 

The school has additional personnel to meet 

students' needs. The coordinator of student 

affairs, the coordinator of religious education, the 

resource teacher, and the special services 

teacher all strive to meet the needs of each 

individual student. 

 
The St. Ann Early Childhood Program is designed 

to accommodate the uniqueness of 3 and 4 year 

old children. The lower and intermediate grades 

are taught by experienced, certified teachers who 

focus on teaching students to know, love and 

serve God. The middle school is enriched with 

exploratory courses, an advisor-advisee program 

and many extra curricul1:1r activities. Although 

the school has grown in size under the guidance 

of our pastor, Monsignor Duke, the tradition, 

philosophy and primary focus have remained  the 

same. 

The original plan by the Archdiocese authorities 

was that there would not be a Catholic school 

in the Parish. Father Duke did not concur in this 

decision and had hopes that a Catholic school 

could be started. 

Kindergarten had begun as part of the pre-school 

program and once the All Purpose Building was 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

completed, two classrooms were set aside and a 
First Grade was added with Ann Rotolo as the first 
Principal. Kindergarten teacher, Linda Romeo, and 
Martha Segrue joined her faculty. 

In 1974, Father Duke requested from the Salesian 
Provincial, Mother Ida Grasso, that she provide 
nuns to staff the School. Mother Ida promised that 
within two years she would provide nuns. 

In July, 1976 it was joyfully announced in the 
Church bulletin that Sr. Leonia, FMA would arrive 
in the Parish to be the Principal of St. Ann School. 
She would be accompanied by Sr.  Mary Louise 
and Sr. Margaret Rose. Father Duke vacated the 
Rectory and moved to 3916 Page Drive. When it 
was impossible for him to remain living there, he 
moved to Hudson Street in a townhouse. The 
former priests' house was enlarged to 
accommodate the Sisters in residence at  St. Ann 
and it now became the convent for the Sisters. 

After the addition there were seven bedrooms in 
the convent. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sr. Leonia was the perfect person to become the 
Principal. While she was a small woman in stature 
she was one of the most capable women in 
running a school. Her motto, "God sees me and 
loves me" was told to the students time and time 
again as she made her rounds and visited the 
classrooms. Students and teachers alike 
remember her most capable guidance and she 
paid attention to details. 

As the school began to grow, in 1976 and 1977 
there were two classrooms of Second Grade and 
single classes of Kindergarten, First and Third 
grades. 

Realizing the necessity of having more property, 
Father Duke purchased the houses at 4849 
Meadowdale Street in 1979 and in 1981 
purchased the house at 4848 Loveland Street 
which now serve as part of the pre-school 
complex. Various classrooms were added as the 
need arose. Here are some of the building 
processes that took place from 1979 - 1982. 

In September, 1979, eight classrooms and a 
cafeteria were added to the parish complex. A 
subsequent addition of eight classrooms was built 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and completed in August, 1982. 

The gymnasium and classrooms were completed 
in August 1984 and the gymnasium was put into 
use in November of 1984. 

During the sumr11er of 1985, the original building 
was renovated and enlarged to update the 
classroom areas. Eight more classrooms and office 
areas were completed in 1986. 

The newest building on the Parish grounds 
encompassing the gymnasium, with  new  pre 
school classrooms, music  and  computer  rooms 
was completed in December, 1990, and  dedicated 
to Msgr. Charles E. Duke for his dedication in the 
development of a first class school to enhance the 
education of the children of St. Ann's. 

In 1990-91 the cafeteria was again renovated and 
began serving hot meals to the students and 
faculty. 

In 1994, the dearly loved Salesian sisters were 
moved from St. Ann Parish and Mrs. Susan Kropog 
became Principal. The reason given was that their 
mission was to work among the poor. It was pointed 
out to them that there is poverty of spirit as well as 
material poverty. The convent on Meadowdale 
Street was renovated and designed to 
accommodate the early childhood development 
center.

CCD 

Confaternity of Christian Doctrine 

With the beginning of the parish, also came the 
beginning of CCD. Classes were conducted at Alice 
Birney School on Saturday afternoons from 3:00 p.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. The 4:00 p.m. Mass was instituted and 
the CCD students went to Mass after class. As time 
went on, the parish grew, buildings were erected, 
and classes were moved to the old rectory (later the 
convent), then to the hall (the original school 
building), then to the portable classrooms, and finally 
to the school building where classes are still 
conducted on Saturday mornings. 

In the early years, classes (with an enrollment of 
over 500 students) were taught by lay persons. 
With the opening of St. Ann School the 
enrollment in CCD classes went down. When the 
Salesian Sisters became part of St. Ann School, 
they began teaching CCD - usually 2nd and 8th 
grades since these students were preparing for 
First Communion and Confirmation. We presently 
have a lay faculty and an enrollment of just under 
150 students and with continued prayer and 
sacrifice we will continue to teach the children The 
Way of Our Lord. 

 



Spiritual Organizations
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Knights of Columbus 

Archbishop Chapelle Council #3465 

Council #3465 of the Knights of Columbus was 

formed on November 5, 1951. Instrumental in the 

organization of the council was Bishop L. Abel 

Caillouet, who suggested the namesake, Placide 

Louis Chapelle, Archbishop of New Orleans during 

the yellow fever epidemic in 1905. 

The original formation was comprised primarily 

from the parishes of Our Lady of the Rosary, St. 

Rose De Lima, and St. Leo the Great. The 

present membership represents members from 

24 different parishes, including many from St. 

Ann Parish. 

John J. Puissegur was the founder and the first 

Grand Knight of the Council, and later served 

the Louisiana Jurisdiction as State Deputy. 

Archbishop Chapelle Council has provided four 

district deputies to the State Council. 

Over the years, Chapelle Council has 

participated in many charitable and religious 

programs: the United Fund, March of Dimes, 

Keep Christ in Christmas, Catholic Youth and 

Student Centers, and the Louisiana Retarded 

Citizens Association. Our annual award is 

 

 

 

 

presented to the outstanding Chapelle High School 

graduate in recognition of Catholic leadership, and 

annually a $500 .00 scholarship is awarded to a 

Notre Dame Seminarian . 

Knights of Columbus councils, while frequently 

domiciled at a Church  Parish,  are  not  parish 

organizations. They do sponsor many programs on a 

national level, through its membership of 1.5 million 

men. Through its Vicarius Christi Fund alone, the 

Supreme Council has contributed $22 million to Pope 

John Paul II for his personal charities, and recently $5 

million was committed for the construction of the Pope 

John Paul II Cultural Center in Washington, D.C. 

Archbishop Chapelle Council #3465 is sincerely grateful 

for the support of St. Ann and Msgr.  Charles E. Duke, 

pastor. We extend our heartiest wishes and prayers for 

the Parish of St .Ann as it celebrates its 25th anniversary. 

Donald B. Pfefferle, PGK 

Council Historian 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and supportive environment. Its four primary goals are 
to help girls develop to their full individual potential; to 
relate to others witlil understanding, skill and respect; 
to develop values that provide the foundation for sound 
decision making; and to contribute to the improvement 
of society. 

Mary's Club 

Mary's Club was established for girls at St. Ann to show 
their love and devotion to Mary  through  various 
projects and activities. The girls of Mary's Club serve the 
community by giving gifts, visiting nursing homes, and 
spreading cheer to those who are ill. The girls strive to 
emulate Mary's love and concern for others. 

Altar Boys 

This committee is responsible to assist the priests of St. 
Ann Church, during each Mass on the Weekend and 
Weekday masses at 8:30 A.M. These Altar Boys are a 
group of young gentlemen from 4th grade to High 
School who also assist in funerals and weddings and in 
many occasions go to other events, like the Rosary 
congress to represent St. Ann Church. In each of the 
events that St. Ann Church Altar Boys had attended, 
they've always been congratulated for the devotion and 
good behavior that they show during serving. They also 
participate in the Serra Club yearly award. 

Builders Club 

St. Ann's Builders Club is a service club. Through various 
projects and activities the club provides service to the 
school as well as to the community. 

The goals of the Builders Club are to increase students' 
life experiences by: - addressing serious social issues - 
interacting with others of different circumstances and 
backgrounds - developing personal responsibility - 
increasing knowledge of non-profit institutions - 
promoting student involvement - understanding 
community needs - understanding their ability to effect 
change in the community. 

Some of the Builders Club's activities include creating 
and delivering holiday gifts for the elderly and providing 
services to our school and community. These services 
include the setting up of chairs and tables for special 
events, assembling programs for ceremonies, and 
gathering food and other items for those in need. 

For the past two years the Builders Club has been 
awarded a $750.00 grant from the Brown Foundation 
for its work in the community. 

Beta Club 

The National Beta Club was founded in 1934 by Dr. John 
W. Harris in Spartanburg, South Carolina. It was 
established to honor and recognize students for their 
achievement, character and leadership qualities. 
Members are expected to exemplify the highest ideas of 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

honesty, justice, service, cooperation, responsibility, 
industriousness, humility and charity. Such ideals are to be 
encouraged  and ingrained,  not forgotten  as the 
students  move  on,  but  become  a  real  part  of  their 
daily lives. Membership extends from grades 5-9, Junior 
Division, through 10-12, Senior Division.  Membership is 
by invitation with the criterion for grade point and 
participation being set by the individual club chapter. 

Here at St. Ann Beta Club requires an invitee have an 
overall G. P.A. of 3.5 and no less than a B in conduct and 
effort. Since we have so many wonderful clubs devoted 
to various charitable services, Beta is focusing on 
services to the school. Our members participate in 
Academic Games which give recognition to the school 
and its great reputation throughout the city. We  hope 
also to establish a peer-tutoring service, which will help 
aid students in the school who need a little extra to get 
through the i r work without having to go to outside 
sources. We hope to extend our services to many more 
works for the good of the school as our club matures in 
the years to come. 

Summer Ball Program 

At Msgr.  Duke's re quest, one of the   par ishioners, C. J. 
Leggio, started the Summer Ball Program in the summer of 
1981. All kids 6-13 were eligible to play, whether attending 
St. Ann School or not. The moms and dads were the 
coaches and umpires for the teams.  Older boys would 
umpire also.  Teams were divided into age 

groups: 6-8. 9-10, and 11-1 3. The games were 
played at three different time intervals. Girls 
played on Mondays and Wednesdays and boys on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. The program ran from the 
beginning of June thru the end of July. The teams 
carried the names of National and American baseball 
league names.  Kids would  pay  an  entrance  fee  
and  they  would  receive  a shirt  with  their  team  
name  on  the  front  and   a  sponsor on the  bac k. 
Some businesses in the parish would sponsor teams.  
Snowballs, popcorn and soft drinks would be served 
during and after the games.  Moms and dads of the   
parish would work the concessions, and sometimes 
older kids in the parish would help out. It is a fun 
time for the kids and the parents. It is just 
another activity that brought the family parish 
together. 

St. Ann CYO 

St . Ann CYO has participated  in the   New Orleans 
Archdiocesan CYO  Program  since the founding  of  
the 

par ish. CYO is for teenagers 1 3 to 22 years of age   
and provides a variety of  activities,  including  socia 
l,  re li gio us, at h leti c, and com mun it y-re lated . 
Over the yea rs, CYO members have participated in  
the  fall  fa i r,  held  craft shows, run a  haunted  
house,  delivered  Thanksgiving baskets to the  
needy,  sang  Christmas  carols  at  old  folks ho mes , 
played vo lle yba ll, touch football, powder-puff 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The summer trip is the highlight each year for CYO 
members. Each year a bus load of CYO members and 
chaperones have visited places, such as Astra-World, 
Walt Disney World, and Fiesta Texas. The trip is the 
culmination of each year's activities and a reward for 
CYO members' participation during the year. 

During each year, the CYO meets monthly to conduct 
business, plan future activities, and spend time with 
each other. All CYO activities are chaperoned by the 
adult advisors. Jules Leaumont has been in charge of 
the St. Ann CYO for the past nine years.  Previous 
advisors have been A. J. Heikamp and C. J. Leggio. 

Safety Patrol 

St. Ann Safety Patrol is an honored position. Only 
students who have displayed qualities of leadership, 
reliability, and good citizenship are accepted to 
become members of this organization. 

The Safety Patrol helps instruct, direct, and control 
members of the student body each day.  Serving 
unselfishly on their own time, they help their 
schoolmates learn safe habits. These students 
not only contribute their time as Safety Patrol 
members, but also provide service to the community. 
Through this service, the students develop a sense of 
responsibility. 

Savio Club 

Savio Boys' Catholic Youth Club is open to boys in 
grades third through sixth. The purpose of this club is 
the spiritual, practical Catholic growth of youth. We 
attempt to instill and foster the ideas, principles, and 
devotion of St. Dominic Savio. These principles of 
kindness, generosity, loving service, and devotion are 
manifested in the boys' willingness to help others and 
spread God's love. The boys are committed to the 
service of others through a variety of service projects 
for our school and the community. 

 



S t. Ann Today
St. Ann School Board 

In this Silver Anniversary year of St. Ann Parish, a 
School Board was formed. This newly organized 
Board was established to serve as a consultative 
body to the pastor and the principal in the 
implementation of the Archdiocesan policies and to 
formulate policies on the local parish level. 

The members of the St. Ann School Board are:  

Msgr. Charles E. Duke Pastor 

Susan R. Kropog Principal 

Lester J. Madere President 

Bonnie P. Jones Vice President 

Susanne McGlone Secretary  

Vincent J. Meteye 

Charel R. Dubret 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Council 

A.W. "Nick" Fitzpatrick, Jules Leaumont, Margaret "Peggy" Harmon, Ollie French, Joe Murphy, Cheryl Booksh, Denise Schindle, 

Evelyn Gerard, Janis Dorhauer, Susan Kropog, Msgr. Charles E. Duke 

 



S t. Ann Fair
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the beginning of the parish the land that was set 

aside had as yet not been filled. In order to have a 

fair, we had to go to the Immaculate Conception 

Novitiate grounds on Kent Street. The Sisters graciously 

permitted us to use the land. Some of the original 

members of the fair were Virginia Rock, Dan Bontempo 

and Ernie Becnel. While not a lot of money was raised, 

it was an opportunity for the people in the new parish 

to work together. All put great effort and time to 

make the parish a cohesive group. 

Over the years many people joined in working for the fair. 

Wayne LeBlanc perhaps has caught the mood of the fair 

when he writes, "Sandy and I thought that we were 

probably not the right people to do this, not now anyway. 

A few more years from now and a lot more friends down 

the line would make it easier: maybe then we could do it. 

But, Father Duke was convincing, and how 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

could we say no to such a devoted leader. 

That's when we started to get a taste of what 

the people in our parish were made of. Just like 

their pastor, they too were devoted and before 

we knew it, we had booth chair people for all 

the booths. We had a construction crew, 

people were volunteering to take charge of 

prizes, others were ordering food and drinks 

and volunteering to put on a dinner for Fair 

Sunday. That fair is but a pleasant memory to 

us now, that fair of '7 7. It was not St. Ann's 

Parish first fair, but it was the first one that 

Sandy and I chaired (little did we know that it 

would not be the last). We did not realize what 

a change it would have on our lives. That fair bf 

'77 was the start of many friendships that have 

lasted almost 20 years now and will no doubt 

last us the rest of our natural lives and then 

some." 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ernie Becnel and Russell Howley have both been 
working with the fair since its inception. Ernie 
oversees the collection of money at the fair and 
Russell takes care of all electrical setups for the 
booth, tent and stage areas. 

 

This past fair of 1995 realized a little over $60,000 
towards the operation of the school. All the 
parishioners working and supporting this 
endeavor are responsible for this great financial 
help to the school. It still fulfills its purpose of 
having people work together harmoniously. 

 



God’s Blessings for all 
 Volunteers of St. Ann

 

To all the volunteers of St. Ann's Parish I  extend a heartfelt 
thanks and ask God's Blessing for all lay parishioners who have 
given so generously  of their time  in serving our Parish in the 
Lord's work. Without such wonderful devoted persons our 
church services would suffer a great void. 

I would like to recognize the people, both past and present 
for their devotion, but will not attempt to name individuals 
for fear of failing to identify all of them. Most important, God 
recognized their names! 

Please allow me the opportunity to remember the various 
services: 

Lectors: Daily, every weekend and on special occasions these 
persons allot time, to attend specific Masses as requested. They 
diligently prepare for the readings from scripture, and serve our 
parish in a most commendable manner. May God Bless them. 

Eucharistic Ministers: Each Sunday thirty-five 

Eucharistic ministers attend Mass as assigned and assist our 
Celebrants in administering the Eucharist. A most heartfelt 
thanks to all the Eucharistic ministers that accept their 
assignments so conscientiously, and fulfill their obligation as 
designated. Our parish is indebted to all ministers of the 
Eucharist. 

Homebound Eucharistic Ministers: This faithful group is 
always ready to serve the needs of our Parish homebound. 
They give of themselves unselfishly in administering the 
Eucharist to our less fortunate parishioners who find 
themselves incapacitated physically and unable to attend 
mass, either temporarily or permanently. I am always seeking 
volunteers for this service. 

Volunteers for the Disabled: To this group of wonderful 
servants I am greatly indebted. Few parishioners are aware of 
the tremendous service this group renders. They minister to the 
sick, allow caregivers short respites, drive the sick to doctor's 
appointments, grocery shopping for the shut-ins, and numerous 
other helpful aids. They are a small group but a powerful service 
arm of our Parish. If you desire to ·assist in this service, please 
phone our rectory. 

Ushers: To this loyal few I am ever thankful. Their part in 
serving at Mass frequently goes unnoticed. It is good to 
remember the collecting of the offerings, distribution of 
bulletins and the seating of parishioners is a very integral part of 
our Mass. I am very thankful for their contribution. Please, there 
is a dire need of ushers, won't you volunteer? Just inform one of 
the ushers serving, if you desire to participate. 

 

Choir Members: The liturgical part of Mass served by the 
voices of St. Ann's choir are recognized as the finest in 
our community. We must remember the devotion of the 
many hours of practice and individual contribution which 
brings about such a tremendous blend of voices for song 
and praise to our God. Thanks to each and every one. 

Altar Society: Here at St. Ann there are no paid 
maintenance, but a delegation of volunteers, who keep 
our Church beautiful and always inviting to any and all 
who wish to come pray, visit our shrine, or attend Mass. 
Every Thursday you see the dust cloths and Windex come 
out and these wonderful people in action. Let us extend 
a great thanks to volunteers who keep the altar linens so 
clean and spotless. 

These people are the reason our house of worship 
reaches out to all who attend St. Ann Church with an 
invitation of love and begs them to return. 

Altar Servers: To this fine group of young men, I owe 
much gratitude. Their part is so integral to our Mass. 
They are to be commended for their dedication and 
fortitude in fulfilling their obligation each day and at 
Sunday Masses. May God Bless them with hope of 
someday seeking a vocation in the Lord's work. To the 
people who guide this program, with scheduling and 
direction and to the parents of these young people, I ask 
God's Blessing. 

School Volunteers: The great helping hands of many, 
must be recognized for their daily endeavors in assisting 
our school staff. For all the menial chores of the cafeteria 
and office, performed so graciously by these wonderful 
people, I am grateful. 

Sunday Baby Sitters: To you I owe much for allowing 
parents of these infants to worship free of the immediate 
care of the little ones. It is a wonderful program you 
administer in introducing our young in the way of our 
Lord. May God continue to work always within you. 

If I have overlooked any volunteer of St. Ann's Parish, I 
apologize. I want you to know, all of you are in my daily 
prayer s. In twenty-five years many names and faces 
remain in my heart. I will never forget the service all of 
you have contributed to the success of our Parish. 

Sincerely,  
Yours In  Chri st, 

 
 

 
Monsignor Charles E. Duke, Pastor 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


